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The government officials in India have in general worked in har- 
mony with the institutions of the leper mission, several of their own 
asylums having been transferred to the care of the leper mission. In 
addition to its work in India, the Mission to Lepers has asylums in 
China, Japan, and Sumatra. 

The care of lepers in India — Second statement. 

The care of lepers in India is undertaken chiefly by two bodies; one, 
the Government; the other, the " Mission to Lepers in India and the 
East," founded in 1874 by Mr. Wellesley C. Bailey, of Edinburgh, 
then a Scotch missionary in the Punjab, India. Mr. Bailey is now the 
secretary and superintendent of the society. 

Number of asylums and inmates. — The figures for 1903 are given 
below, the institutions being limited to no one district, but being 
found in every presidency in the several so-called provinces, and in 
Burma. 

Total statistics for 1903 — The leper mission. 
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There were 42 institutions directly under the mission, and 22 aided 
asylums. (The figures given refer entirely to work in India and 
Burma.) As has already been reported, those asylums which are 
directly controlled by the mission are conducted as follows: The 
buildings and salaries are furnished by the mission, while the super- 
vision of any given asylum is intrusted to whichever missionary 
society may be working in that particular district. In this way the 
organization does not interfere with other existing agencies in any 
district. On the other hand, aided institutions are not controlled by 
the Leper Mission, but merely receive partial financial support. 

The asylum at Purulia. — The largest of the asylums controlled by 
the Leper Mission is at Purulia, in the presidency of Bengal, 140 
miles in a straight line west-northwest of Calcutta. The following 
facts are gathered from the latest report of that institution: 

(1) Buildings: There are 36 permanent buildings for the accommoda- 
tion of lepers, and, including schoolhouses, dispensary, church, offices, 
etc. , 59 buildings in all. There are within the boundaries five tanks, 
four wells, and solid drainage alongside each ward. The original cost 
of the entire institution was about $22,700. 

(2) Cost of maintenance: The support of the lepers, the salary of 
the native staff, medicines, repairs, burials, etc., together with the 
support of the untainted children, amounts to about $10,000 per 
annum, or a little less than $1.60 a head per month, including every- 
thing. 

(3) Statistics: There are 576 lepers, including leprous children, in 
the asylum, and in the home for untainted children of leprous parents 
there are 56 children, a total of 632 persons in the institution. 
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(4) Segregation: The sexes are strictly separated and no marriages 
allowed. A wall 6 feet high divides the men's quarters from those of 
the women, and the quarters of the tainted girls are secluded by a wall. 
Lepers are strictly prohibited from leaving the asylum and going to 
town, and a watchman is employed by night to see that the rules are 
not infringed. 

At the shop inside the grounds, as well as at the dispensary, men 
and women are served on opposite sides. There are four couples in 
which both husband and wife are lepers. They, too, have been sepa- 
rated, the men living in the men's quarters, the women with the women. 
There are seven couples in which healthy wives have accompanied their 
husbands in coming to the asylum. These have been* separated, the 
men only staying at the asylum, and the wives supporting themselves 
near by by daily labor. The rest of the married lepers, both men and 
women, came to the asylum, having been deserted by their partners on 
account of their leprosy. (Contrast this rigid discipline with that in 
force at the Matunga Asylum, Bombay, as reported in Public Health 
Reports for May 20, 1904. 

(5) Diet: Men receive 9 measures of rice daily, and lit cents per 
week in cash; women receive 8 measures of rice daily, and 8 cents per 
week in cash. There is a shop on the grounds where inmates pur- 
chase their requirements of salt, spices, vegetables, etc. The lepers 
are allowed to -do their own cooking and to do a little shopping in 
order to occupy them in a manner agreeable to themselves. All 
money received from lepers in the shop is disinfected before it goes 
farther. Those who can not cook for themselves receive their food 
from the kitchen, where food is prepared for the tainted children, 
special diet being given whenever required. 

(6) Occupation : Those who can do so work in the gardens and on 
the roads. Some make frames and strings for the beds used in the 
asylum. All have to wash their own clothes and bury their dead. 

(7) Medical treatment: Ulcers and foul-smelling wounds are cleaned 
and treated with iodoform, boric acid, acetanilid, or carbolized vaseline, 
while the natives themselves are accustomed to covering their wounds 
with tar and charcoal or phenyle. For the extensive burning that 
accompanies each febrile attack, cochra and gurjun oil are applied 
externally, and chaulmoogra oil given internally. 

(8) Mortality : The death rate averages 12 per cent per annum. 
Since the opening of the asylum in 1889 there have been 1,777 admis- 
sions, of whom 894 died in the asylum and 286 left or were discharged. 

(9) Tainted persons : There are 95 such in the asylum, 47 of them 
boys and 48 girls, nearly all of them the offspring of leprous parents, 
or brought to the asylum by leprous relatives. Five of the children 
have healthy parents, who were compelled to bring the children to the 
asylum for support, since the inhabitants of their respective villages 
would not allow them to stay at home. 

(10) Untainted children : In the home for these there are 27 boys 
and 31 girls, practically all children of leprous parents. No healthy 
children over 3 years of age are allowed to stay with a leprous 
mother who is an inmate of the asylum. The children are educated as 
far as their abilities justify it, and are all taught some trade. After 
the boys have learned some trade, and the girls have become able to 
support themselves by sewing and cooking, they are allowed to marry 
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and must leave the home and settle in life independently. Twelve 
families have thus been formed. 

During the last two years 3 boys and 2 girls developed the initial 
symptoms of leprosy and were transferred to the asylum. Two more 
boys are under observation, and are kept outside of the home as well 
as away from the asylum. 

(11) Attitude of government : That the government is cordially in 
sympathy with this type of work may be seen from the following 
remarks made by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal when recently 
visiting the Purulia Asylum : 

The lepers appear to be cared for and to be happy. The work which is being 
done has my strongest commendation. It is the best leper asylum I have seen. The 
directors are doing work, part of which is government work, and they are doing it 
more efficiently and more sympathetically than government agency could hope to do. 

The total amount expended by the Leper Mission in India during 
1903 was £16,396 14s. 6d., of which amount £3,104 was contributed by 
government and other agencies in India. There being 5,504 inmates 
in the several institutions, the total expense per annum in 1903 was 
less than £3 per person (i. e., less than $14.60). 

ITALY. 

Report from Naples — Inspection of vessels — Cholera in Persia — Plague 
and heriheri in South Africa — Typhus fever near Naples. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Eager reports, July 11, as follows: During 
the week ended July 9, 1904, the following ships were inspected at 
Naples and Palermo: 

NAPLES. 
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Asiatic cholera in Persia. 

Telegrams dated July 8, 1904, from Odessa state that the Govern- 
ment has posted sanitary guards in the Transcaucasus to prevent the 
importation of Asiatic cholera from Persia. 

A dispatch from Tiflis announces that not less than 300 deaths from 
Asiatic cholera are occurring at Teheran every day. The epidemic is 
spreading rapidly. 

Information from Italian sources shows that the epidemic was first 
reported toward the end of April last from Kermanschah, Persia, not 
far from the Turkish frontier. A medical inspector of the quarantine 
office of Constantinople (sanitary board) died at Kermanschah of 
cholera in June. Cholera is also reported in the Bahrein Islands, in 
the Persian Gulf. The disease in Persia has come from the lower 
Mesopotamia, especially Bassara and Amara, where it has been endemic 
since last year. 



